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even for the interest of Holland itself, rather to compound
the advantage of the Barrier Treaty, than to insist upon the
whole, which the house of Austria, and several other allies,
would never consent to : That nothing could be more
odious to the people of England than many parts of this
treaty; which would have raised universal indignation, if
the utmost care had not been taken to quiet the minds of
those who were acquainted with the terms of that guaranty,
and to conceal them from those who were not: That it was
absolutely necessary to maintain a good harmony between
both nations, without which it would be impossible at any
time to form a strength for reducing an exorbitant power,
or preserving the balance of Europe: from whence it fol-
lowed, that it could not be the* true interest of either
country to insist upon any conditions, which might give
just apprehension to the other.

" That France had proposed Utrecht, Nimeguen, Aix, or
Liege, wherein to hold the general treaty; and Her Majesty
was ready to send her plenipotentiaries, to whichever of
those towns the States should approve."

If the imperial ministers, or those of the other allies,
should object against the preliminaries as no sufficient
ground for opening the conferences, and insist that France
should consent to such articles as were signed on the part
of the allies in the year one thousand seven hundred and
nine, the Earl of Strafford was in answer directed to in-
sinuate, " That the French might have probably been
brought to explain themselves more particularly, had they
not perceived the uneasiness, impatience, and jealousy
among the allies, during our transactions with that court."
However, he should declare to them, in the Queen's name,
"That if they were determined to accept of peace upon no
terms inferior to what was formerly demanded, Her Majesty
was ready to concur with them; but would no longer bear
those disproportions of expense, yearly increased upon her, '
nor the deficiency of the confederates in every part of the
war: That it was therefore incumbent upon them to
furnish, for the future, such quotas of ships and forces as
they were now wanting in, and to increase their expense,
while Her Majesty reduced hers to a reasonable and just
proportion."